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UN SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 1540 (2004): RELEVANCE 
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UN SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 1540 (2004) 

 – A SHORT INTRODUCTION (1) 

 

• Unanimously adopted on 28 April 2004 under Chapter VII of 

the UN Charter, and reaffirmed by means of four follow-up 

Resolutions (1673 (2006), 1810 (2008), 1977 (2011) and 2055 

(2012)). 

 

• Proliferation of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons, as 

well as their means of delivery, constitutes a threat to 

international peace and security. 

 

• Binding instrument which addresses the threat posed by 

non-state actors, including terrorists, of acquiring such 

weapons or related materials. 

 

• Complements relevant multilateral treaties and arrangements.  
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UN SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 1540 (2004) 

 – A SHORT INTRODUCTION (2) 
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• Basic obligations on States: 

 

– Refrain from providing any form of support to non-state 
actors that attempt to develop, acquire, manufacture, posses, 
transport, transfer or use WMD & their means of delivery; 

– Adopt and enforce appropriate and effective laws that 
prohibit any non-state actor such activities, including acting 
as an accomplice, or to assist or to finance; 

– Establish domestic controls to prevent the proliferation of 
these weapons, i.e. controls over related materials, 
measures in the areas of accounting / securing, physical 
protection, border and law enforcement, export and 
trade-related controls. 

 

• The Resolution outlines obligations relating to what States have 
to do, but not how to do this: modalities of implementation is a 
national decision. 
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RELEVANCE FOR THE ASIAN EXPORT CONTROL SEMINAR 
 

• The resolution is a key pillar of the international 
regulatory environment regarding export controls. It 
applies to all States. 

 

• Impetus for a great number of States (including in this 
region) to establish or review their national export control 
or strategic trade management systems. 

 

• It’s not only about “export” controls: resolution 1540 
(2004) acknowledges that a number of related activities 
need to be controlled as well (transits, transshipments, 
brokering, services etc.).  

 

• The resolution recognizes the utility of national control 
lists and encourages States to reach out to industry. 

 

• The resolution identifies key elements of effective 
export control systems: 

– Legislation (incl. penalties for violations) 

– Enforcement capacity 

– Industry-government relations. 
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THE “1540 COMMITTEE” 
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• Subsidiary body of the Security Council, composed of the fifteen 
current members of the Council; 

 

• Current Chair: Amb. Oh Joon, Republic of Korea; 

 

• Assisted in its work by a group of nine experts; 

 

• Not a Sanctions Committee. Does not investigate or prosecute 
alleged violations of non-proliferation obligations; 

 

• Mandate and scope of activities of the 1540 Committee are 
derived from UNSCR 1540 and its follow-up resolutions; the current 
mandate ends in 2021; 

 

• Four Committee Working Groups, representing the four key areas  

 of work: 

  (I)   Monitoring and National Implementation;  

  (II)  Assistance;  

  (III) Cooperation with International Organisations;  

  (IV) Transparency and Media Outreach. 
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OVERVIEW – SELECTED ITEMS OF THE “1540 TOOLBOX” 
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National Report 

The “1540  

Matrix” 

National Implementation 

Action Plan 

Dialogue with  

States 

Sharing of  

experiences  
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THE 1540 ASSISTANCE MECHANISM 
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• The Security Council recognizes that some 

States may require assistance in implementing 

resolution 1540, and invites those in a position 

to do so to offer assistance; 

 

• The 1540 Committee itself does not provide 

assistance but it has a clearinghouse and 

match making role to facilitate assistance by 

others for implementation of the Resolution; 

 

• Special procedures for processing assistance 

requests are in place;  

 

• These procedures as well as a compilation of 

assistance requests and offers can be found on 

the 1540 website. 
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RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 
 

• Four visits to States at their invitation in 2013;  

 

• New Matrix format; Experts started revision process of all matrices; 

 

• Introduction of a Peer Review process by Poland and Croatia; 

 

• Committee called on States and International Organisations to 
suggest effective practices with a view to develop a compilation; 

 

• Almost universal reporting, continuous updates, more National 
Implementation Action Plans; 

 

• Resolution 2118 (2013): Op. 14 introduces a reporting requirement 
of any violation of resolution 1540 (2004) to the Security Council; 

 

• Increasing network of 1540 Points of contact; 

 

• 10th anniversary year. 
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SOME WORDS ABOUT THE 10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 
• Resolution 1540 (2004) is now widely accepted; 

 

• Status of implementation continues to improve but more works remains to be done; 

 

• The implementation of the resolution is a long term task; 

 

• Shift from awareness-raising to actual implementation; 

 

• There is an active community of assistance providers but lack of capacity remains key challenge; 

 

• The network of “non-proliferators” has been strengthened; 

 

• Remarkable efforts on national, subregional, regional and international level; 

 

• How to tackle new challenges? 

 

• Series of anniversary events planned for 2014.  
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SUMMARY: OPTIONS TO SUPPORT “1540” 
• Continue to implement the resolution… 

 …it’s a continuous and long-term task.   

 

• Talk about it…  

 …States are encouraged to report to the Committee or consider inviting the Committee or engage with the 
experts. 

 

• Share your experiences and practices… 

 …the Committee is seeking for effective practices that could help others in implementing the resolution, e.g. on 
how to improve inter-agency cooperation or how to reach out to industry. 

 

• Be part of the 1540-Network… 

 …just nominate a Point of Contact. 

 

• Offer support to others or ask others for help… 

 …the Committee provides a forum for cooperation, in particular through its assistance mandate. 

 

• Consider providing support to the international implementation efforts… 

 …e.g. by hosting a workshop, providing expertise or by considering a donation.  

 

• Be creative… 

 …Member States have taken a number of innovative steps to implement the resolution or to support the global 
implementation.   

 

• With regard to export controls… 

 …continue to make them universal, to engage with the private sector, discuss and tackle new challenges. 
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CONTACT DETAILS 

 
Chairperson of the 1540 Committee: 

Secretariat of the 1540 Committee 

Attention: Chairperson, 1540 Committee: H.E. Ambassador Oh Joon, Permanent Representative of  

The Republic of Korea to the United Nations 

2 United Nations Plaza, Room DC 2-0870, United Nations, New York, NY 10017 

Fax: +1 (212) 963-1300, Email: sc-1540-Committee@un.org  

 

1540 Committee Group of Experts: 

300 East, 42nd Street, Third Floor, New York, NY 10017 

Fax:+1 (917) 367 9358, Email: 1540experts@un.org 

 

Presenter: 

Mr. Kai Kiessler, eMail: kiessler@un.org, Tel: +1 (917)3679346 

 

1540 Committee Website: 

www.un.org/sc/1540 
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THANK YOU 
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